INTRODUCTION

MANY years ago I met a Brahmin who lived in retirement ia
the hills and came only occasionally to the plains in the cold
weather to mix with men. He was a king of men, the first I
had ever met who had that kingly quality. To meet such a
man is to have the values of life enhanced.

It is the same with writing. Writing of real quality has an
immediate effect upora the reader, raising his standards.
Having experienced such reading, the student has had his
faculties exercised and extended. His brain and spirit have
become a finer critical instrument. Not only is the second-
rate ever afterwards recognized as second-rate ; but the
possibilities of reading, the fine experience of absorbing the-
best thinking expressed in the best pattern of words, is known,
enjoyed and sought after.

In this collection I have sought to include only the best of
contemporary English prose. I have sought to make a
collection which may serve as a touchstone of taste. Having
studied these essays, you will have been so firmly in touch with
the best contemporary minds on the subjects which have most
anxiously filled their thoughts, that you should ever afterwards
be able to sort out good writing from the less good.

The burden or responsibility on educated people is always*
heavy. They must sort out for the sake of their generation
the true from the false. To do this, they must constantly
sharpen their minds and refresh their spirits by study of the-
best that is being thought and said.

Fortunately, the best that- is being said in contemporary
English prose is very good indeed. From many favourite-
essays, I have collected those which seem to me to bear upon
the most pressing questions which face the free human spirit
today. They are old questions, questions that are raised by
every generation, for they are the age-old problems of human?
society; the problems of individual freedom, and freedom*
within society so that it can develop and move forward.